
2018 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE ~ Why I Should I Go to HOLY WEEK LITURGIES? 

 

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25: 
Vigil Mass at 5PM on Saturday, March 24; Palm Sunday Masses at 8AM, 10AM, 12Noon and 6PM 

On this day, the Church celebrates Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem to accomplish his paschal mystery.  Through 

this liturgy, we commit ourselves to “walking with Christ” through his passion, death and resurrec on. 

LAST CHANCE RECONCILIATION: Monday, March 26 from 7-8PM   

The celebra on of the Sacrament of Reconcilia on is a part of the Lenten Journey.  If you have not received the 

Sacrament in the past year, this is the last chance to do so, since there will be no scheduled confessions during 

Holy Week.   

TENEBRAE PRAYER SERVICE: Wednesday, March 28 at 8PM 

Tenebrae, meaning “shadows” or “darkness,” is a special Holy Week Service that introduces the Triduum – the 

sacred three days: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.  The Lucenarium opens Tenebrae and is a 

solemn thanksgiving for the light of Christ.  The blessing sung over the Christ Candle establishes Jesus as the light 

of the world for the rest of the service.  Ancient sources are preserved in the readings and psalm responses; grief 

over the sins that caused the death of Jesus is proclaimed through the Lamenta ons of Jeremiah.  Twelve candles 

are ex nguished, represen ng the deser on of the apostles, leaving behind the Christ who is momentarily taken 

away from us at death.  At the conclusion there is a loud rumbling noise sugges ng the earthquake described in 

the Passion narra ves.   

HOLY THURSDAY MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER: March 29 at 7PM 

Today, we focus on the gi1 of the Eucharist.  We celebrate only one Mass this day, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  

Here, we remember the last meal Jesus celebrated with his disciples as he an cipated his passion and death.  The 

celebrant washes the feet of a few people to symbolize the moment when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as an 

example of service.  The Blessed Sacrament is removed from the main sanctuary and taken to place of repose for 

adora on, and the sanctuary if stripped of all decora on.   

GOOD FRIDAY : On Good Friday, we focus on the suffering and death of Jesus.  We recognize that our sins 

come with a terrible price and that Jesus paid that price willingly out of love for us.  As part of this focus, we 

observe Good Friday as a day of fas ng and abs nence.  There is no Mass on Good Friday.  Instead, we have the 

“Walking the Way of the Cross” and a Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord,. 

WALKING THE WAY OF THE CROSS ~ March 30 at 10AM 

Join us as we walk the fourteen sta ons, outdoors around downtown Olmsted Falls ~ a powerful way to enter 

into the Paschal Mystery and to experience the love of Jesus!  We will begin and end at the Columbia Road doors 

to the Church.   

THE PASSION LITURGY ~ March 30 at 3PM 

The  me is tradi onally held to be the moment of Jesus’ last breath.  This liturgy begins in silence, with the priest 

laying prostrate before the cross.  It con nues with readings from scripture, a homily and prayers for God’s 

blessings and mercy.  Next, we adore the cross with a sign of reverence: o1en a kiss or a touch.  The key is for us 

to show our gra tude for the means that God used to save us.  Finally, we bring the Blessed Sacrament out from 

the place of repose and receive Communion.  The liturgy ends in silence. 

EASTER VIGIL ~ Saturday, March 31 at 7:30PM 

Having spent Friday and Saturday “in the tomb” with Jesus, we move from the tomb to the glory of the 

resurrec on.  The vigil liturgy contains four parts: the service of light, Liturgy of the Word, Chris an ini a on and 

renewal, and holy Eucharist.  The service of light begins in the back of the church where we bless our Easter fire 

and Paschal candle.  We begin in darkness to remind us of Jesus in the tomb.  The darkness con nues as we move 

into the Liturgy of the Word, where readings from the Old Testament tell the story of salva on history through 

the ages.  Then, the lights come on and we sing the Gloria together, signs of our movement from the darkness of 

the tomb into the glory of the resurrec on.  We haven’t sung or said the Gloria in more than six weeks, and we 

rejoice at this  me.  We read from the New Testament and Gospel and have a homily.  We then bring into the 

Church those who have been preparing to do so for many months through RCIA.  We remember our own 

bap sm, and thank God that we are a part of the long chain of salva on history through our membership in the 

Church, and we rejoice with those who are joining us in the family of faith.   

EASTER MORNING ~  Sunday, April 1: Mass at 8AM, 10AM and 12Noon (No 6PM Mass) 

We rejoice with great joy at Jesus’ victory over sin and death: his victory is our victory.  We have hope and joy in 

our lives because of the wonder of Christ’s love conquering our sin and his life overcoming our death.  He is risen!  

He is risen indeed!  Enjoy another day in God’s presence!   


