
 

I cannot thank God enough for calling me to this vocation and for all the people 

he has woven into my life through whom I’ve come to better know his merciful 

love.  As I said at the outset, I don’t know exactly where the Holy Spirit will lead 

me next, but I do know that wherever it may be, my mission will be to love and 

serve those who I encounter.  This is the love that Jesus has shown us.  And this 

is the love we are all called to give, no matter our vocation.   

Brothers and sisters in Christ, peace be with you!  On 

Friday April 27, my eight classmates and I will be 

ordained to the transitional diaconate.  Thanks be to 

God!  As I stand on the threshold of ordination and 

wonder where the Holy Spirit will lead me next, at the 

same time I think back and wonder how I got to this 

point.  And quickly, countless numbers of people come 

to mind, the people through whom God was 

continuously working to slowly, gently, and patiently 

guide me to where he wanted me to be.   

First and foremost is my family.  They have been with me every step of the way, supporting me and showing me 

unconditional love.  In a particularly special way, my parents have been a huge inspiration in my life.  It was 

their daily witness of sacrificial love for one another as husband and wife and father and mother that planted the 

seeds of a priestly vocation in my heart and cultivated God’s calling over the years.  To my family, all I can say 

is, thank you.   

St. Mary of the Falls Parish has also been a constant source of God’s presence throughout my entire life.  The 

parishioners and wonderful priests we’ve been blessed with have helped to shape me into who I am today.  So to 

all of you, please know of my humble gratitude and appreciation.   

Please pray for me, and 

know that I will 

continue to pray for all 

of you and St. Mary of 

the Falls Parish.   

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

Andrew John Gonzalez 


