
 
Hanging on the wall in my room, is a large collage of pictures, a gi� from family, with a 

saying that reads, “Life is not measured by the number of breaths you take, but rather 

by the number of moments that take your breath away!”   

I’m not quite sure where to begin!  The reality of 50 years of ministry, not to men$on 9 

years of study before that, is mind-boggling in itself.  These days of celebra$on have 

been amazing and have truly taken my breath away.  So many people have put so 

much $me and energy into so many details and have truly created a community cele-

bra$on that makes my heart humbled, happy and full!  But, it is not the celebra$on of 

just me, but of a shared sense of priesthood, ministry, service, loving and being loved; 

a mission of building the Kingdom.   

Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you! 

The generosity that I have experienced properly expressed, would 

take pages of names and comes with the danger of missing 

someone.  I do have a special need to acknowledge my family, the 

parish staff and the school faculty ~ I am so blessed.  Also, all 

those groups, segments or individuals that came together, making 

my long-desired retreat with the Camaldolese monks in 

California’s Santa Maria Mountains a reality – wow!  Finally, for all 

the individual good wishes, I think I’ll be doing thank you notes for 

the next six months at least!   

A�er 38 years of ministry I resigned myself (because of the 

ministries I had been in and was in at the $me) that I would 

probably never have the chance to se;le down and raise a par-

ish.  Then, surprise!  I found myself pastor of St. Mary of the 

Falls.  We have built a welcoming community, a successful 

school, many ministries and a strong future.   

Together we have given the Church two permanent deacons and 

a new candidate, as well as a new priest, another in the next 

year and three more seminarians and a young woman about to 

become a novice in the Sisters of Notre Dame ~ double wow!   

50 years, what a journey!     One more day, God’s way! 


