
Unfortunately, we had technical difficulties with the recording for Sunday, 1/17. Here are the 

teaching points to go over with your teen. 

Man-Made: Origins of Christianity 

INTRODUCTION 

• A master sculptor can look at a human subject (or sometimes simply recall a memory) 

and create a replica. No matter how good, however, the replica will never be perfect 

and it will never have a greater purpose.  

• Many people claim that the Christian faith is similar. They say the Church is a human 

invention, made in the image of people it admires rather than in something heavenly.  

• The arguments can seem convincing and, if they are true, they are important. Why would 

we follow a religion that was invented by people?  

THE SAVIOR FOR ALL  

• The Church is more than a human invention. When Jesus became man, God entered into 

our human experience.  

• Everything Jesus said and did was a revelation of God. There is no more perfect 

revelation of God than Jesus.  

• In the course of Jesus’ ministry, He made bold claims. He said that He was the “Son of 

God” (Luke 22:69-71). He claimed He would die (by crucifixion) and rise again from the 

dead. He promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide the disciples after His death and 

Resurrection.  

• The disciples realized that Jesus not only fulfilled what He said He would do but also 

fulfilled many promises God made through prophets throughout history. They realized He 

was the promised Messiah, who would liberate people from their sins and open up the 

path for them to be in heaven with God for eternity.  

• The mission of Jesus was to save humanity from our sins and reconcile us to God. Jesus 

promised the disciples the Holy Spirit, who would give them the courage they needed to 

share this message of salvation with all people.  

THE MASTER PLAN  

• It was a part of Jesus’ plan and mission to establish the Church, which is an intentionally 

willed gathering of people by God that reveals to every living person that they can be 

saved. We say the Church is a “sign of salvation” (CCC 780).  

• Jesus had a heavenly vision and plan for what needed to be in order for the Church to 

exist. This plan began with the group of people Jesus was closest to.  

• Jesus established the foundation for the Church during a conversation with Peter and the 

other disciples.  

• Read Matthew 16:13-19.  

• Jesus wants to confirm that the disciples recognize that He is more than a teacher or 

prophet. Simon responds with Jesus’ identity: Jesus is the Messiah.  

• An interesting thing happens after that proclamation: Jesus tells Simon that this did not 

come from his intellect but was a gift from God. Simon receives the gift of faith.  



• Jesus then renames Simon to Peter and declares that Peter is the foundation on which He 

is going to build His Church. It is important to note that this is not Peter’s Church, this is 

Jesus’ Church.  

• This passage is the reason we know that Jesus established a religion and Church as part of 

His plan to save us. This is not a man-made Church either, because Jesus says nothing will 

stand against the Church.  

• Peter is going to be instrumental in keeping the Church together and strong. Peter is 

going to lead the Church, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, when Jesus ascends 

into heaven.  

• Peter’s name change signifies his new role and is another subtle affirmation of Jesus’ 

divinity, for God often changed a person’s name when He gave the person a new 

mission.  

• Jesus empowers Peter with authority to make decisions on interpretations of Jesus’ 

teaching so they can be applied throughout history. This authority is given when Jesus 

says Peter can “bind and loose,” which is a specific term applied to teachings (Matthew 

16:19).  

• The authority Peter has can be passed, through the Holy Spirit, to others who lead the 

Church. Peter will not be around forever, but the foundation that is set will remain. We call 

this passing on of authority in the Church “apostolic succession.”  

• Every bishop (and pope) can trace their apostolic lineage back to a specific disciple, 

who traces it back to Peter.  

THE FULLNESS OF TRUTH  

• The Church is the sign of salvation for all of the world. It was not an accident or something 

the disciples (or anyone after them) made up or made in their own image; it was given to 

us by the master sculptor, Jesus, so we would be able to encounter Him in a profound 

and real way. 


